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it has recontly been learned that before Nela Martinez Espinosa, prominent
woman Communist of Eenador. lefd Ecusdor in April 1949 for an extended trip
throuph Burope, she was instrusted by Pedro Saad, who is the real director of
the Partido Comunista del Ecuvador (PCE), to investigste the status of the
#rmg shipment which the PCE expseted from Czachoslovakia.? She was not told
whom to consult in Czechoslovalia and therefors asked %the advice of an influ-~
ential Parly membar in whose home she lived in Prapue. He made arrangements
for her to mes an offieial in the Czechoslovakian Ministry of Governmant and
sccompanied her to the meeting. The interview was private, howevar, except
for the presence of an interpreter.

<»  dartinez has statsed thnt she soent mors than an hour with the official. She
ald that he spoke very pood English and said that he had lived in the United
Ftates for several years, He questioned her about the situation in Bouudor
and Seuth Ameriea snd exhibited some knowledse of the history of Eeuador.
After this general discussion he said that he was aware of the ournose of
Martinea® visit and that he had been authorized to inform her of the folleowing:

A, Certain difficulties have prevented the shipment of cowbat arms to the
countries of the American continent. although European Parties which
nead arms much mors urpently, namely Italy, France and Spaln to a lessor
extent, are boing supplied with arms and emmunition via asntraband
shipments.

o One of the diffievlties has been in assuring saf'e conduct for {he
chipments, since shipment via nompal commercial channels has proved un-
satlafactory in the past and will be avoided in the future, if nossiblae.

«  Some Latin Ameriean Parties, especially the Brazilion Party, are very
eager to obbain arms and they, 18 well as the POE, will be supplied when
the current difficulties are overcome, slthoush no of fective arrangenenis
can be made at the present time. :

& speelal branch was recently formed in the Cominterrn: for the mole TUPDOSE

of inveatigating means by which the Comrmunist Parties of eanitalist countries
might be suppliod with arme, This branch includes s Latin Amevican departunent
The PCE should do nothing sbont securing arma wntil further information is
recelved bty it from the Carintern.
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¢. The Parties vhich desire arma must give assurances of saf'oksoping until
the arms are really needed for furtherance of the internationsl movement,
it 1s a definite polisy not tr supnly arms to be used in routine internal
unrisings; the syme sunpnlied wmust be keot searet until the final hattle.
feveral years ago a small supply of arms were shinped to a Party in Latin
inarica, Shortly zfter receiving them, the Party used them im & mevolution
in that country. The revolution was put down by the goverrmont and the
ayms eonfiscnted. althouph fortunatoly their source was never learned.

Ze The Latin American ares has no immediate priority, but the Latin American
farties will recoive armg eventually and should realize that the mein
tattle is being fought in Burone snd Asiz at the rresent tima,
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I CGoroent. —that 3aad expected to recelive arms shinments 25X1X
T Gzechosiovakia in the near future were probably largely wishful thinking
aoensioned by some nebulous indieations that arms would be fortheoning
sventually. As early as December 1249 his former enthusissm had vaned, and
the current report ic believed %o present & true picturs of the arme situs—
tion as it now atands,
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